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EXPERIENCE THE JOY! 

FALL SHOW 2017 

 
The Annual Yard Sale is Back! 

June 10 from 10am-2pm 
 
While I don’t know all of the treasures that 
will be on offer I can tell you that there are 
some great people with tables. Expect to 
see crafting and miniature supplies, kits, 
dolls, and toys!  

The 37th Annual Fall 
Show,  Mini Mansion 
Mystery,  is right around 
the corner, so be ready to 
register when you receive 
the Registration Packet 
very soon.   Be sure to be 
part of the fun weekend 
full of mystery and minia-
tures.  The wonderful All 
Day Workshop is an origi-
nal creation from the 
“special- for- this- show 
fireplace” to the triple  

panel walls and beautiful 
marble floor , which will 
house all the special gifts 
in the Week-end Package 
Gift, or be a spectacular 
room for you to fill as you 
wish.  There are many 
great workshops to choose 
from and banquets and 
auctions to satisfy all 
tastes.  We also have some 
new dealers and the usual 
wonderful selection of 
merchandise from all of 
our favorites.    See you 
there! 
  
For more information, or 
to volunteer to help, call 
Dona Mandell (303)321-
1078.    

What mystery will you solve in this year’s Fall Show All 
Day Workshop?  



Spring is finally here, and no 
more Hail Storms I hope!  
Thankfully the Museum was 
spared. While many of us on 
the west side of town will be 
cleaning up and repairing for a 
while. 

The Museum is bursting with 
activity.  A big thank you to 
board members Stasia Steele 
Bill West, Judi Hamilton, vol-
unteers Deanna Thomas and 
Roxanne Mays, along with the 
many other volunteers who 

manned the Museum while 
Wendy took a much needed 
and well deserved vacation!!  

We send our best wishes to 
Kelly who has taken a job 
with the Anschutz Foundation 
organization Comeback Yoga 
working with veterans, who 
suffer from PTSD.  

Please welcome our new Mu-
seum Associates Misha  and 
Virginia; who you will see 
helping Wendy on collections 
or teaching a class.  If you are 

planning on attending the 
garage sale, you might see 
them there.  

The Capitol Campaign and 
Site Committees continue 
their quest on finding the 
Museum just the right home.  
Keep your ideas and sugges-
tions coming.  Watch all your 
‘mailboxes’ for information 
regarding the Fall Show and 
other news. 

 

Barbara 

LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

LETTER FROM THE D IRECTOR 

Early Spring has been busy . 
With former Assistant Direc-
tor, Kelly Wulf finding a new 
position with Comeback Yo-
ga, hiring new staff and taking 
a major vacation, launching a 
new website, looking for a 
new home for DMMDT  and 

creating new programming, 
I’m busier than ever.  Please 
let me know if anything has 
slipped through the cracks.  

I hope you can all make it to 
the Yard Sale on June 10th!  

 ~Wendy 

2017 has been rolling right 
along. DMMDT has contin-
ued to serve record numbers 
of visitors from all over the 
metro area and the US. We 
have also enjoyed having visi-
tors from as far away as India, 
New Zealand and Saudi Ara-
bia!  
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sonal connection to a foun-
dation or large donor, help 
us to connect with them. 
We found our current 
home thanks to personal 
connections, and it can 
happen again.  

Finding a new home is dif-
ficult at any time. We 
know what ever we find 
will be amazing because of 
our collection and commu-
nity. We are grateful for 
your continued support.  

droves. The additional 
boom in the marijuana in-
dustry has led to fewer 
warehouses and storefronts 
than ever in the area and 
even the cost for office 
space has risen sharply. We 
have been looking at build-
ings, but are still working 
on finding the one that fits. 
We are looking for parking, 
accessibility, better bath-
rooms and a more secure  
space overall. We are open 
to suggestions. If you drive 
past a building, or hear of 

something that may be coming 
on the market soon, please let 
us know!  

While it can be hard to see 
results, staff and board mem-
bers have been working dili-
gently. We have taken meet-
ings with major foundations. 
We have met with developers. 
We have met with city and 
county officials. We created 
our Treasured Past...Future Treas-
ures capital campaign. So far, 
we’ve raised close to 
$500,000!  If you have a per-

UPDATE ON THE MOVE 
We continue to get many 
questions on the move so we 
thought we’d try and tackle a 
few now.  

First off, thank you for asking. 
Fundraising and searching for 
buildings has been a really big 
project and we appreciate your 
interest.  

DMMDT is looking for a new 
home at a very challenging 
time in the Metro Area mar-
ket. Everyone finally figured 
out that Colorado is amazing 
and has been moving here in 

Young visitor enjoys Vintage Star 
Wars Toys. Photo M. Helland 



Misha Fraser holds an MA 
in Arts Management and Cul-
tural Policy from University 
College Dublin and has 5 
years of experience in muse-
ums and non-profits. When 
she's not at DMMDT, she's 
working as a Gallery Teacher 
at Clyfford Still Museum, 
helping out at Access Gallery 
on Santa Fe Dr., or just catch-
ing up on TV. Her favorite 

item in the collection (so far) 
is the Santa Fe House.   

Misha will be spearheading 
our new Small Talk program. 
See page 5 for more details!   

We are a Bluestar Museum this 
summer!  

What does that mean? It means 
that DMMDT will be free to ac-
tive military and their families! 

Please help us get the word out. 
If you know anyone who is in the 
military, or the family of an ac-
tive military personal please let 
them know.  

MEET NEW STAFF MEMBER M ISHA FRASER !   

BLUE STAR MUSEUM 

MEET NEW STAF MEMBER V IRGINIA GRIEBENAW 
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I have previously worked for His-
tory Colorado, the Denver Art 
Museum, and Metropolitan State 
University. 

In addition to working here, I also 
work part-time at the Primrose 
School of Centennial. 

When I’m not working, I play in a 
string trio and sing in my church 
choir.  My husband and I are also 
preparing for our first child, a 
boy, due in October! 
  

Hello!  My name is Virginia 
Griebenaw.  I’ve been a collec-
tions volunteer here for a couple 
of years, and I am delighted to 
become a more formal member of 
the team! 

I grew up in Nebraska and moved 
to Denver in 2007 to attend grad-
uate school at the University of 
Colorado Denver, where I re-
ceived my Masters in Public His-
tory in 2010.  My background is 
primarily in archives and collec-
tions work. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

grams all summer.  If 
you have any ideas 
for programs, or 
would like to help 
out with our new 
Small Talk, please let 
us know.  

Our new staff members Vir-
ginia and Misha will be split-
ting education duties. Find 
out more about them on page 
3 of this newsletter. As you 
can see, we already have a 
bunch of programs and we’ll 
be adding more, so if you 
have kids or have kids visit-
ing, please check out our cal-
endar at www.dmmt.org . 
We’ll be adding new pro-

EDUCATION NEWS 

Photos from the exhibits 

W ISH L IST  
* Front desk volunteers– 

We’re experiencing a 
surge in visitors and hav-
ing your friendly face 
will help them have a 
great visit.  

* New document filing 
boxes. We’re trying to 
pack up 30 years of docu-
ments. Help us keep 
them organized.  

* Volunteers to make yarn 
dolls. We have been giv-
ing away yarn dolls as 
prizes at the Museum. 

We’ve had so many visi-
tors current volunteers 
have been having 
difficult time keep-
ing up. You can do 
this at home!  

* Organizers! We have 
closets, filing cabinets 
and boxes of old paper-
work to sort through. If 
you love to organize, we 
would love your help.  

* Paper Towels 

* Toilet Paper 

* Artificial flowers for our 
fairy doll craft 

* Cleaning wipes 

* Small flashlights for use 
in the galleries 

* Trash bags (kitchen and 
yard size)Tape (all varie-
ties welcome) 

* Color copy paper 
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2017 Workshops 
 
5/27: Masks 
6/17: Children’s Day 
Carp Kites 
6/24: Small Talk 
7/15: Worry Dolls 
8/19: Miniature 
Landscaping 
9/9: Fall Show free 
family workshop 

Have you seen the Model Railroad Exhibit yet?  

There’s always something to 
find in the Someday House  

This cozy nursery is one of the crowd 
favorite room boxes on display.  



Mid May: The launch of the newly designed 
website! Things may be a little rocky, so we’d 
appreciate your input on any errors or missing 
information. www.dmmdt.org  

May 27: Mask Making at the Museum 

Memorial Day– Labor Day:  Blue Star Muse-
ums Program. Free admission for active service 
military personal and their families.  

June:  Look for those Fall Show packets and get 
yours in ASAP so you don’t miss a thing! 

June 9:  Worry Dolls at the Byers Branch Library
– Free 

June 10: Spring Yard Sale  

June 17: Carp Kites at the Mu-
seum 

June 24: Small Talk 

July 14: Folk Dolls at the Byers 
Branch Library– Free 

July 15: Guatemalan Worry 
Dolls at the Museum 

August 11: Minis from recycled materials at 
the Byers Branch Library—Free 

August 19: Miniature Landscaping 

September 6-10: Fall Show at the Double-
tree Hotel Denver Tech 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2017 

At the Museum, we’re al-
ways trying to think of new 
ways to get people in-
volved in miniatures, dolls 
and toys.  
Over the past 6 months, 
we’ve seen a definite in-
crease in visitors between 
the ages of 18 and 35. One 
of the common things 
they’ve told us is that 
they’re not sure how to 
“get in to” miniatures, or if 
there’s anyone their age 
making miniatures.  
To answer this obvious 
need, we’ve started a new 
program we’re calling 
Small Talk! 
Over the next few months, 
we’ll be hosting groups 
who want to learn more 
about miniatures, dollhous-
es, small scale arts, trends 
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in the community and how 
to “put their own stamp” on 
miniatures This program 
will have a somewhat 
quirky, millennial targeted 
marketing campaign. 
We’re hoping to have some 
guest speakers, teach some 
kits, and get the dialog go-
ing for this new generation 
of potential miniaturists and 
turn their interest into en-
gagement.  
This program will be orga-
nized by new staff member 
Misha Fraser and pull on 
the expertise of staff and 
volunteers. If you are inter-
ested in helping out, please 
let us know. 
 
The First Small Talk 
will be on June 24th at 
1pm at the Museum!  

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST PROGRAM :  SMALL TALK 



TO: 

1880 Gaylord St 
Denver, CO  

80206 

Phone: 303-322-1053 
E-mail: director@dmmdt.org 
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Looking for other ways to support the 
Museum?  

Do you shop online? Try Amazon Smile 
or iGive and a percentage of what you spend 

goes directly to the Museum! Choose The 
Denver Museum of Miniatures, Dolls and Toys 

as your charity of choice. At no cost to you, 
these companies donate money to DMMDT!  

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS 
TO OUR SPONSORS 

F OLLOW  US  ON  F ACE BOOK ,  
T WITTE R ,  I NSTAG RA M  

(@Minidolltoymuseum) A ND  
P INTE RE ST  




