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EXPERIENCE THE JOY! 

UPDATE ON THE MOVE 

Are you ready? February brings 26 years of “the ‘little’ show”! I am so grateful to have been a part 
of the last 16 years in some form or fashion. As I do every year, I am looking forward to a day to 
hang-out with some of my favorite people, catch-up on all things mini, let something in the auction 
catch my eye, maybe do a workshop and re-energize with some new project ideas.  

The show is the first main fundraiser of the year for the museum. Fundraising is crucial in this year 
as the Museum seeks a new home. The Museum table will have information available to find out 
more about the hunt and how you can help. As is our mission, the arts are brought to the public- 
this time through miniatures. A box lunch is available from a wonderful local caterer. And our 
workshops are beautiful examples of different hand-
made, cultural miniatures, dolls and toys for kids and 
adults alike. 

Dealer contracts are out and still being accepted. 
Please share information as word of mouth has been 
the most effective way to advertise our friendraisers 
and fundraisers. To volunteer or for more questions, 
you can check the museum website, email me at sta-
sia701970@gmail.com or call 303-655-0783 (my kids 
are used to all of my volunteer activities and won’t 
answer the phone but leave a message). Hope to see 
you there! 

Stasia 
Show Chair 

The Capital Campaign Com-
mittee has been working 
hard to find the Museum’s 
new home. In November, 
Alan Broc, Steve Davies and 
Ron Mathewson were added 
to the existing team of Barb 
Pontarelli, Judi Hamilton, 
Marjorie Smith, Wendy Lit-
tlepage and Kelly Wulf.  

Working from a list of pref-
erences set by the Board of 

Directors, the Committee 
has been meeting with gov-
ernment officials, realtors, 
foundations and more to 
evaluate properties, fund-
raising and options for 
DMMDT.  

The Museum will be at our 
current location until at least 
October 2017, and safe, 
offsite storage has been se-
cured. Staff and volunteers, 

led by Kelly Wulf, are  

more than half way through a 
complete inventory of the 
DMMDT collection.  

The Capital Campaign is well 
underway, reaching $400,000 
at the end of 2016. A generous 
donor even matched $10,000 
of donations for Colorado 
Gives Day!  If you have been 
thinking of donating, please 
talk to a member of the com-

mittee. We see this as a “one 
and done” campaign that will 
secure the Museum’s future 
for generations to come. The 
sooner we receive your funds 
or pledge, the sooner we will 
be able to connect to match-
ing funds, foundations and 
reach our goal to buy a new 
home.  

DMMDT has a bright future 
and we hope you will help us 

A circus themed paper theater by Suzanne Richards 



Today was sunny and a high of  
50 degrees.  As we put away 
the holiday decorations and get 
ready for spring cleaning (does 
anyone do that anymore?); the 
Museum is also buzzing with 
activity.  We have received a 
grant to help with more of the 
inventorying of the collection. 
Education classes are starting 
up just in time for the spring 
break weeks. 

We are preparing for “the 

‘little’ Show” Saturday Febru-
ary 18th, 2017 at the Jefferson 
County Fairgrounds.  There 
are new workshops for adults 
and children.  More infor-
mation is on our website  
www.dmmdt.org/
littleshow.htm .  Look for 
more information later in this 
news letter. We hope to see 
you there!! 

We had a record year in many 
ways, thanks to Wendy, Kelly 
and Jessica.  The number of 

visitors to the Museum hit a 
record high of 8,500, our 
grant from SCFD was the 
highest ever, and our year 
end giving was also up in ad-
dition to pledges to the Capi-
tol Campaign!  These women 
deserve a round of applause. 

 

Barbara Pontarelli 

LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

LETTER FROM THE D IRECTOR 

ventorying all 20,000 items in 
DMMDT’s collection. In 
addition to all of this work, 
we also started our capital 
campaign to find a new home!  

If you’ve been thinking of 
volunteering, now is the 
time! Staff is stretched thin 
serving visitors, caring for the 
collection and prepping for 
our move. We really need 

help at the front door, assist-
ing with workshops, running 
the Yard Sale and more.  

I hope to see you all at “the 
‘little’ show” in February! 

 

Happy 2017! 

  ~Wendy 

2016 was a big year for the 
Museum. We served twice as 
many visitors as we did 10 
years ago. We exhibited at 
the Denver Airport and Lake-
wood Heritage Center and 
brought in exhibits from pri-
vate collectors and museums 
that are rarely shared with the 
public. Staff worked diligent-
ly on the second stage of in-
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ily for me I absolutely love 
doing inventory.  It just 
requires a good podcast, 
my reading glasses and eve-
ry ounce of brain power I 
can muster.  I have been 
very lucky to have a team-
mate like Jessica helping me 
for the past 3 years. It may 
not be the most glamorous 
part of the job but it is es-
sential.  

We have a lot of education-
al opportunities coming up 
in 2017 as well.  We will 
still be working with the 

Byers Branch Library on a 1st 
Friday workshop every month 
and hope to have some adult 
workshop opportunities very 
soon.   

Thank you all for your ongoing 
support and I wish you all a 
Happy and Healthy New Year.   

-Cheers, Kelly  

LETTER FROM THE ASSISTANT D IRECTOR 

With the new year comes new 
challenges.  In 2017 I will be 
focusing largely on inventory-
ing the remaining parts of our 
collection.  The toy collection 
was done in 2014-2015 and 
Jessica and I have nearly com-
pleted the miniature invento-
ry.  Next up is our massive 
doll collection and all of the 
backlog that has built up over 
the years.  A careful and com-
prehensive inventory is essen-
tial to preparing for our move. 
You must know what you have 
before you can move it.  Luck-

Young visitor enjoys Vintage Star 
Wars Toys. Photo M. Helland 



SAVE THE DATE!    The 
37th annual show and sale of 
dollhouses and miniatures 
will be September 6 – 10th, 
2017.   

The “Mini Mansion Mystery” 
will be held once again at the 
Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 
Denver Tech in Greenwood 
Village, CO.   

 The Chairs, Dona Mandell, 

Carol Simons and Judi Hamil-
ton are busy digging up the 
facts and it will be a challeng-
ing weekend, filled with sur-
prises and gifts galore.   

Registration packets will go 
out in May and weekend 
packages will be limited, so 
be ready to look into it.   

No mystery here – it will, for 
sure, be fun!     

Volunteers are needed to 
work at the show.  
For questions or 
more information, 
contact Dona at 
dona2017fall-
show@gmail.com  
or 

(303)321-1078  

 

The gift shop has shaken off its 
holiday cheer, but the season of 
love continues with a fun selec-
tion of Valentine’s Day minia-
tures and toys!   

Deanna will be shopping for spe-
cial treasures for “the little 
show”.  

Remember that Museum mem-
bers receive a 10% discount in 
the gift shop! 

FALL SHOW 2017 

WHAT ’S NEW AT THE G IFT SHOP 

UPCOMING M INIATURE EXHIBIT ! 
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In her artist statement Becky said 
“I’ve always been drawn to minia-
tures and their ability to tell a sto-
ry or evoke an emotion. Through 
my sculptural and photographic 
work with 1:160 scale figures, I 
explore the impact of scale and 
how it effects our perception of 
the world around us. This impact 
can also be found in the way we 
perceive ourselves in our environ-
ment.” Becky is excited to be shar-
ing miniatures and small scale art 
as part of her residency at Red-
Line.  
  
 

Staff and guest favorites at the Gift 
Shop 

Local art space RedLine presents 
Nice Work If You Can Get It:Annual 
Resident Artist Exhibition January 20
-February  26, 2016 at 2350 
Arapahoe St, Denver, CO 80205. 

 RedLine describes this exhibit as 
“Nice Work If You Can Get It explores 
the reality of "making it" as an artist 
and what it means - and what it takes 
- to work as a contemporary artist in 
this place and time.”  This exhibit is 
RedLine’s 9th annual Resident 
Artists' exhibit and includes the 
work of local small scale artist 
(and friend of the Museum) Becky 
Wareing Steele of Miniatures for a 
Modern World.  

Becky in her miniature studio. 
Photo: Becky Wareing Steele  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have our 2017 work-
shops scheduled through 
the next six months, so 
make sure to sign up early 
for your favorite ones! Re-
member that you can 
schedule your next party 
with any of our craft work-
shops to create a unique 
event. 
 
Since this is my last news-

Another year of Gingerbread 
House workshops has come 
and gone! We had a full class 
for each scheduled workshop 
this year and even added a 
couple of extra classes to 
make room for more. Thanks 
to our dedicated team of vol-
unteers, we were able to 
serve a variety of people with 
skill levels ranging from Tod-
dler to Expert. 

EDUCATION NEWS letter as Museum Education 
Associate, I would like to 
thank Kelly, Wendy, and the 
Board for the opportunity to 
work for this beautiful insti-
tution. It has been my abso-
lute pleasure to be a part of 
this team and I look forward 
to being involved in future 
projects, no matter where the 
Museum may be.   
 
-Jessica Simpson 

Photos from the exhibits 

W ISH L IST  
∗ Front desk volunteers– 

We’re experiencing a 
surge in visitors and hav-
ing your friendly face 
will help them have a 
great visit.  

∗ Spring Yard Sale Chair 
Volunteer. We’re look-
ing at dates in late May 
or early June. Having a 
volunteer manage this 
would be a huge help to 
staff as we begin our busy 
summer season.  

∗ Sidewalk salt 

∗ New document filing 
boxes.  

∗ Volunteers to make 
yarn dolls. We have 
been giving away 
yarn dolls as prizes at the 
Museum. We’ve had so 
many visitors current 
volunteers have been 
having difficult time 
keeping up. You can do 
this at home!  

∗ Paper Towels 

∗ Toilet Paper 

∗ Artificial flowers for our 
fairy doll craft 

∗ Cleaning wipes 

∗ Small flashlights for use 
in the galleries 

∗ Trash bags (kitchen and 
yard size)Tape (all varie-
ties welcome) 

∗ Color copy paper 
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2017 Workshops 
 
2/11: Finger Puppets 
3/18: Japanese Paper 
People 
4/8: Recycled Ro-
bots 
5/27: Masks 
6/17: Children’s Day 
Carp Kites 
7/15: Worry Dolls 
8/19: Miniature 
Landscaping 

Polly Pocket is still as popular as ever 

A Cabbage Patch Doll on 
exhibit from Boulder Valley 

Doll Club 

Saying goodbye to our loan from 
Museo de las Americas 



February 11: Finger Puppets at the Mu-
seum 

February 18: Little Show– Jefferson 
County Fairgrounds 

March 18: Japanese Paper People at the 
Museum 

April 8: Recycled Robots at the Museum 

May 27: Mask Making at the Museum 

May/June TBD: Spring Yard Sale 
(looking for a Chair) 

June 17: Carp Kites at the Museum 

July 15: Guatemalan Worry Dolls at 
the Museum 

August 19: Miniature Landscaping 

September 6-10: Fall Show at the 
Doubletree Hotel Denver Tech 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2017 
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Girl Scout Workshops Registration Form: 
 Two sets of workshops are designed for either Brownies or Girl Scouts. Badges are not provided. Groups require 1 adult per 5 children. 
Scouts in uniform and their accompanying adult get into the sales room free with paid workshop. 
1.Select a 
me slot:1.Select a 
me slot:1.Select a 
me slot:1.Select a 
me slot:    

     10:30-11:30 ______12:00-1:00______ 1:30-2:30______ 3:00-4:00______ 

2.Select a workshop2.Select a workshop2.Select a workshop2.Select a workshop    

_____Badge for Brownies: Yarn Doll, Jumping Jack, Finger Puppet 

           $8.00 per girl x _____qty par
cipants=$____________ 

_____Badge for Scouts: Balance Toy, Japanese Paper People, Clothes Pin Doll 

           $8.00 per girl x _____qty par
cipants=$____________ 

_____Single Jumping Jack 

           $4.00 per child x _____qty par
cipants=$____________ 

_____Single Japanese Paper People 

           $4.00 per child x_____qty par
cipants=$_____________ 

Leader contact name: ______________________number__________ 
 

Miniature Theater Workshop Registration: 
Fans of miniature theaters on display at the museum have the opportunity to make one with our very own member ar
san, Su-

zanne! With wonderful themes and beginning level techniques, this is sure to be a fun workshop. Proceeds of this workshop 

benefit the museum and aid in 2017 fundraising goals. Thank you in advance for your par
cipa
on. The workshop begins at 

1:00. Space is limited and reserva
ons must be received by February 1,received by February 1,received by February 1,received by February 1, 2017201720172017. Confirma
on call when rec’d. 

 
# of # of # of # of par
cipants ____________ @$10.00par
cipants ____________ @$10.00par
cipants ____________ @$10.00par
cipants ____________ @$10.00    ea. = $_______________ea. = $_______________ea. = $_______________ea. = $_______________    

    

Contact Name: ___________________________number________Contact Name: ___________________________number________Contact Name: ___________________________number________Contact Name: ___________________________number________    

    

Lunch Order Form:    Lunch Order Form:    Lunch Order Form:    Lunch Order Form:    BOXED LUNCH & DRINK    
Catering is provided by Biscuits and Berries Catering Company, 16027 W 5th Ave., Golden, CO. There are 3 delicious lunch options with 
fruit, chips, dessert & drink. 1.Turkey, ham or roast beef sandwich (circle one), ____qty x $10.00=__________  
2.Lite- Chicken salad on lettuce bed                           ____qty x $10.00=__________ 
3.Vegan/Allergy- roasted vegetables/salad              ____qty x $10.00=__________ 
Lunch options are available at the time of this mailing. In the event of unavailability, substitutions may be made. Specific allergy may be ad-
dressed. You are welcome to make your own lunch arrangements.  

***please make checks payable to DMMDT, mail to museum “attn ‘little’ show.     

“THE ‘LITTLE ’  SHOW” REGISTRATION 



TO: 

1880 Gaylord St 
Denver, CO  

80206 

Phone: 303-322-1053 
E-mail: director@dmmdt.org 

DENVER MUSEUM OF  
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Looking for other ways to support the 
Museum?  

Do you shop online? Try Amazon Smile 
or iGive and a percentage of what you spend 
goes directly to the Museum! Choose The 

Denver Museum of Miniatures, Dolls and Toys 
as your charity of choice. At no cost to you, 
these companies donate money to DMMDT!  

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS 

TO OUR SPONSORS 

FOLLOW  US  ON  FACEBOOK ,  

TWITTER ,  INSTAGRAM  
(@Minidolltoymuseum) AND  

P INTEREST  


