
room which will be filled to 
the brim with incredible 
miniature room boxes and 
miniature works of art.  
You are sure to be inspired. 

 See you there 

Deanna and Judi 

 

The Museum’s 38th Annual 
Fall Show of Miniatures 
Dolls and Toys is right 

around the corner - “Bon Bon Bon Bon 
Appetit”!Appetit”!Appetit”!Appetit”! 

There will be great dealers 
with miniatures galore, and 
fun banquets with special 
surprises, not to mention all 
of the wonderful work-
shops.    The all-day Kitchen 
workshop has already filled.  
But there are lots of other 
fun workshops still availa-
ble, just don’t wait too 
long.  If you have not re-
ceived a packet please visit 
the Museum’s web site 
www.dmmdt.org and click 
on Fall Show then Fall Show 

Packet.  Remember space is 
limited and prices go up 
Aug. 17th so if you have not 
signed up yet, do so soon as 
we do not want anyone to 
miss out.  
Look forward to seeing you 
at the Double Tree by Hil-
ton DTC, 7801 E. Orchard 
Road, Greenwood Village, 
Co.   Workshops begin 
Sept. 5th – 7th.  The show 
opens to the Public Sat-
urday, Sept. 8th 10:00 am 
- 5:00 pm and Sunday 
Sept. 9th 11:00 am - 4:00 
pm.  The raffle will take 
place Sunday afternoon. 

A special part of the show 
and something you do not 
want to miss is the exhibit 

FALL SHOW 

MOVE UPDATE 

After months and months of 
saying that we are moving, 
the time has come.  
Our last day open at 1880 
Gaylord St. Denver, CO 
will be August 5. Please join 
us for crafts, exhibits and 
memories as we close this 
chapter on the  Museum’s 
history.  
Staff and volunteers will 
continue to pack through 
August and September. The 
final day of our lease will be 
September 30th. If you are 
interested in helping pack, 

helping us run a late Sep-
tember yard sale, donating 
move supplies, donating 
snacks, or have other ideas 
of ways to contribute, 
please contact us at 303-
322-1053 or email Wendy 
at director@dmmdt.org.  
While we have not yet 
found a building that meets 
all of our criteria (handicap 
access, parking, climate 
control, more than 6,000 
square feet) we continue to 
look and appreciate all of 
your suggestions and tips. 

Please keep those coming! 
With the tight market in the 
metro Denver region, you 
could be the one who finds 
us a new home! 
We’ll continue to offer pro-
gramming and outreach 
exhibits. Please contact 
education@dmmdt.org if 
you have ideas of how we 
can bring DMMDT to your 
community.  
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 Wow! This summer is flying 
by and the Museum has been 
a very busy place. The Garage 
Sale was a big hit with some 
of the participants almost 
completely selling out! Kudos 
to Wendy, Misha, Virginia, 
Judi and volunteers for all 
your hard work at the sale. 

Excitement is in the air as the 
final preparations are being 
made for the 38th Annual 
Denver Fall Show and Sale! 
There are some exciting new 
dealers as well as wonderful 
workshops with a few open-
ings still available. You can 
check out the dealers by going 

to our website and clicking on 
the link for the Show. You 
won’t want to miss this excit-
ing event!  

I am very excited about our 
new building search! The 
Wheels are turning mentally 
as well as mechanically in 
search of a great new home 
for us. Your input is much 
appreciated. So send us ideas 
of places to check out, volun-
teer in the effort ot prepare 
and finally pack the Museum 
for the move, donate to the 
effort or just tell all your fam-
ily and friends and help us 
spread the word! 

around the metro area (see 
the next page for more info).  

We’ve also introduced new 
offerings for adults: TOY 
TALKS! More fun than a lec-
ture, these talks explore top-
ics such as the history of the 
20th century as told by toys, 
the golden age of miniatures, 
why dolls can give people the 
creeps, Barbie at 60 and 

We’ve changed our basement 
education room into a com-
fortable staging/packing sta-
tion for the wonderful volun-
teers who are helping us to 
prepare for our big move. 
Unfortunately, this means we 
don’t have room to do on-site 
workshops. However—never 
fear—we are still doing plen-
ty of offsite workshops 

more. Using the Museum’s 
collection as a starting point, 
the talks explore not just 
toys, dolls and miniatures, 
but also the world at large. 

These talks can be presented 
to groups of any size, both at 
the museum and off-site. For 
more information or to 
schedule a talk, email educa-
tion@dmmdt.org. 

LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT  

 EDUCATION 

LETTER FROM THE D IRECTOR 

 

THE G IFT SHOP 

SALE IS GOING 

ON NOW! 

30% OFF MOST 

MINIS FOR 

MEMBERS !  

40% OFF TOYS , 

DOLLS , BOOKS , 

ETC 
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We will be closing the Muse-
um August 5th and temporar-
ily moving into storage. This 
move is necessary as History 
Colorado needs access to the 
interior in order to complete 
their outside restoration. Join 
us this last weekend, August 
4th and 5th, to bid a fond 
farewell! 

Barbara 



In our past newsletters, 
we’ve talked about Small 
Statements, a public art pro-
ject the Museum is doing in 
collaboration with RedLine 
Contemporary Art Center in 
Five Points. We asked Den-
verites to create dioramas in 
Altoids boxes that represent 
their memories and opinions 
about Denver. Now, you can 
look at the first round of 

completed dioramas on the 
Museum’s website. Click on 
“Small Statements” under the 
collapsible menu to view the 
gallery. We recently held one 
more workshop for the youth 
attending Access Gallery’s 
summer program, so stay 
tuned for more dioramas to 
come! 

We have begun to install the 
dioramas around Five Points! 

Many places, such as Rosen-
berg's Bagels on Welton 
Street, Gem Food Mart on 
Downing Street and Five 
Points Pizza on Curtis Street, 
have agreed to host a Small 
Statement — but we’re still 
looking for more! If you have 
a location in mind, please 
e m a i l  e d u c a -
tion@dmmdt.org. 

 

capital campaign, treasures were 
won at the auction, members 
renewed, new dealers came, 
workshops were wonderful and 
we continued to see people new 
to the show and the hobby. 
Reservations have been made for 
next year's show on Saturday 
February 16 and the committee 
is working hard to make it an-
other fun (and profitable) one. 
Dealer contracts are available 
and will be on the museum's 
website shortly.  

I've often said that it may be a 
'little' show, but it is a really 
big deal. Thanks to all who 
sold items, donated, volun-
teered and attended this 
year's show. It was another 
success! Often we find our-
selves friend raising as well as 
fundraising for the museum- 
this year was no exception. 
Dealers had great sales, peo-
ple stopped by to find out 
more about the museum and 
its impending move, contri-
butions were made to the 

Stop by the Fall Show exhibit room 
to spy the workshop from this year 
and preview next year's. For more 
information email Stasia 
at stasia197070@gmail.com or call 
303-655-0783 and leave a message. 
Needed for next year's show are a 
workshop instructor, admissions 
volunteers, auction volunteers, etc. 
Kids fulfilling community service 
hours are welcome with an adult to 
chaperone. Any assistance is appre-
ciated and we hope you'll add the 
day to your calendar.  

SMALL STATEMENTS 

L ITTLE SHOW– STASIA & PAT 

BRING THE MUSEUM TO YOUR COMMUNITY ! 

offer. 

What can we do off-site? 

• Craft workshops for all 
ages  

• Lectures and talks for 
adults 

• Specialized programing 
for people with memory 
loss  

• Small temporary exhibits 
of objects from the Mu-
seum’s collection 

Do you know of any venue or 
event that the museum would 
be a great addition to? Maybe 
it’s one of your favorite places 
around the metro area. Please 
let us know! You can give the 
museum a call at 303-322-
1053 or email educa-
tion@dmmdt.org 

For the past year, we have 
been focused on expanding 
our offsite offerings as we 
prepared to move to a new 
home. We’ve brought pro-
grams and exhibits to librar-
ies, retirement homes, expos, 
local non-profits — and even 
a brewery. Now that our 
move is finally upon us, it’s 
more important than ever for 
us to find new places to pre-
sent the all the museum has to 
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Addressing the collections 
backlog has lead to some in-
teresting discoveries, such as 
three (and counting) Bye-Lo 
Babies, a 425-piece set of 
1905 “Lettie Lane” paper 
dolls cut from The Ladies Home 
Journal, and this Madame Al-
exander doll and bathtub set 
with which we can re-enact 
the Janet Leigh shower scene 
from the 1960 Alfred Hitch-
cock film, Psycho.  The blonde 
“Cissette”-type doll wears a 
white “Bates Motel” towel 

around her body, a white 
towel turban, and can be 
posed in a claw-foot tub that 
features a menacing, knife-
wielding silhouette on the 
shower curtain.  After filming 
this scene, Janet Leigh refused 
to take anything but baths 
unless absolutely necessary. 

As you may know, we have a 
large number of Madame 
Alexander dolls, including 
fashion dolls, like “Cissy” and 
“Cissette,” historical dolls like 

First Lady Janet Pierce, and 
character dolls like Scarlett 
O’Hara.  Although this par-
ticular doll only dates from 
2006, adding this item to 
collection was an easy 
choice.  It is in mint condi-
tion, has charming towel-
based accessories, and is 
honestly just really odd and 
fun  

• ZipLock  and Baggie 
Brand bags of all sizes 
(NOT Glad Brand)   

• A digital projector for 
our new series of talks 
and outreach!  

• Miniature mink dusters 

• Front desk volunteers 

• Postage stamps 

• Clear Packing Tape  

• 1” and 3” masking tape 

• 2 dozen black sharpies– 
various widths 

• Moving pads or quilts 

• Bubble packing material
– various sizes 

• 12x15x10” boxes 

• Snacks for volunteers and 
staff 

• Moral support 

• Suggestions for outreach 
venues 

 

 

COLLECTIONS F INDS CAN GET A LITTLE SCARY 

W ISH LIST 

K IDS AND FAMILY ACTIVITES AT THE FALL SHOW 

will teach participants how to 
see the mini possibilities in 
their recycling bin. 

Saturday and Sunday: Sales 
Room Kids Table. Only kids 
can shop here and the prices 
are appropriately affordable 

Sunday: Pre-registered work-
shop. Make an adorable Scene 
inspired by The Barrowers! 

Saturday and Sunday: If your 
young friend is older, check 
out Make-it-and-take-its. A 
little more complicated, but a 
ton of fun 

Saturday and Sunday: The 
exhibits room is a great place 
to find some inspiration and 
see the work of local artists 

 

The Fall Show is a great place 
to bring your aspiring minia-
turists. Be part of sharing the 
joy of miniatures by bringing 
a young friend or family 
member to try out minis! 

Here’s some options: 

Saturday: Free Kids Work-
shop. We’ll be making minis 
out of found objects. This is a 
great, creative workshop that 

HELP US SPREAD 

THE WORD THAT 

DMMDT IS 

LOOKING FOR A 

NEW HOME !  

PAGE 4 THE MESSENGER 



July 22-August 30– Small 
Talk Scene installation 

August 5– Final day open at 
1880 Gaylord St 

Fall Show Workshops– Sep-
tember 5-9 

Evening with the experts: 

September 6th at the Fall 
Show 

Fall Show Public Sale Days– 
September 8-9 

September TBA—Yard Sale 

September 30 end of packing 
at 1880 Gaylord St 

October Programming TBA 

November Programming 
TBA 

 

To find an up to date  
calendar, go to 
www.dmmdt.org 

CALENDAR  

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT IVORY 
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Collections News: 
What to Do With An-

tique Ivory? 

We recently received a box of 
donations that the donor intended 
us to sell at the yard sale.  Includ-
ed in this box was an ivory figure 
of a rickshaw driver. Because we 
cannot legally sell ivory without 
lots of documentation, we were 
forced to send that item back to 
the original donor.  This experi-
ence made us think that perhaps 
some information on ivory sales 
could be useful to our members. 

First of all, it is not illegal to own 
ivory.  No one is going to raid 
your house and seize all of your 
violin bows, pianos, or antiques.  
Things only get complicated when 
you want to try to sell these 
items.  The laws governing the 
sale of ivory are a part of the Con-
vention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species, or CITES, 
and includes many animals cov-
ered by the Endangered Species 
Act.  The rules are especially 
complicated because they vary 
according to the type of animal 
the ivory is from.  However, 
these rules only apply to items 

you are trying to sell.  You 
are free donate or bequeath 
your ivory pieces.   

You may be wondering why 
the various international 
governments are so con-
cerned about what you are 
doing with your great-great- 
grandfather’s ivory figurine 
he got while fighting in the 
Second Boer War in what is 
now South Africa.  These 
laws were enacted to dis-
courage poaching.  The idea 
was that if it is really difficult 
to sell, and more important-
ly, to derive profit from the 
sale of ivory, poachers will 
be less motivated to kill the 
endangered elephants left in 
the wild.  

African Elephant Ivory: 
in order to sell an ivory 
piece, it must be 100 years 
old or older (and you must 
have documentation or ap-
praisal records that prove 
that fact), and if it was im-
ported after 1982, it had to 
have been imported through 
an approved port and have 
the necessary documenta-

tion.   

Asian Elephant Ivory: 
again, the piece must be 100 
years old or older, the item 
must have been imported 
before 1975, and you must 
have documentation to 
prove it. 

Walrus Ivory: the item 
either must date from before 
1972 or be an authentic 
Alaskan Native handicraft. 

Mammoth Ivory: There 
are no restrictions on the 
use or sale of mammoth 
ivory because mammoths 
are already extinct.  

In addition to ivory, there 
are several other types of 
plant and animal products 
that are subject to Endan-
gered Species Act rules.  
These include tortoiseshell, 
taxidermized migratory 
birds or their feathers (for 
example, Victorian bird 
collections or vintage hats), 
bald or golden eagle feath-
ers, bear skin rugs, whale 
teeth (like scrimshaw), rhi-
no horn, and Brazilian rose-

wood. 

All of this information is 
available in greater detail on 
the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service website. 



 

 

 

 

 

To:  

1880 Gaylord St 
Denver, CO  

Phone: 303-322-1053 
E-mail: director@dmmdt.org 

DENVER MUSEUM OF M INIATURES ,  
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS ! 

EXPERIENCE THE JOY! 

WWW .DMMDT .ORG  

Cottage Farewell Weekend 

 


