
a hugely successful fundrais-
ing year.  

On Colorado Gives Day we 
raised more than twice as 
much money as we did in 
2014. This amount was 
generously matched by an 
anonymous donor. 

Thank you for all of your 
help to make 2015 possible.   
Whether you told a friend 
about the Museum, attend-
ed a show, took a work-
shop, volunteered, or paid 
dues, you are what makes 
the Museum possible.   

2015 was a busy year full of 
change at the Museum. We 
had 2 new staff, completed 
a major government grant, 
started looking for a new 
home and welcomed the 
most visitors we’ve had in 
over a decade!  

In fact, 6,898 people visited 
the Museum. That is 1,724 
more people than in 2014 
and that doesn’t even in-
clude all of the people that 
came to the Fall Show, “the 
little show”, workshops and 
special events! 

Even more impressive is the 
over 8,000 hours of volun-
teer time that were put in at 
the Museum, working on 
the collection, creating the 
Fall Show and “the little 
show” and installing exhib-
its. Without all of the skills, 
time and work our volun-
teers put in, the Museum 
would not have been able to 
serve nearly as many peo-
ple. 

The DMMDT staff and 
board used 2015 to prepare 
for moving to a new build-
ing. With your help, we had 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT 2015! 

THE LITTLE SHOW 

25th Annual “the 
‘little’ show” 

Join us for our annual day of 
miniatures, fundraising, 
auction, door prizes and 
friends at the Jefferson 
County Fair Grounds 15200 
W 6th Ave., Golden, CO. 
We have some great dealers 
and auction items lined up 
and there is tons of free 
parking. Admission is $5 for 
members.  

Want to make a day of it?  
Be a front door volunteer, 

volunteer to help dealers 
load in or load out their 
tables, join us for lunch at 
our lunch and snack coun-
ter, or take one of our Two 
great workshops!  A fairy 
garden scene taught by So-
phie Schliecher and a Anni-
versary Celebration Scene 
taught by Gabrielle 
Schmidt.  

To make the Pre-Registered 
Deadline Feb 1, 2016, call 
Audrey at 720-329-4973!  

Can’t make the show, but 
still want to help out? Tell 
your friends, or contact 

Audrey about covering part 
of the cost to put on this 
event. We’re still looking 
for a food angel. We’ll see 
you February! 20th 10am-
4pm  
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EXPERIENCE THE JOY! 

Gabrielle Schmidt 25th Anni-
versary Celebration Scene 

Go Broncos!  

(from the DMMDT collection)  



This winter is flying by!  We 
are getting ready for the 
‘little Show’ and there are 
some great dealers and work-
shops.  See the information 
later in the newsletter for 
details.   

If you haven’t had a chance to 
visit the Star Wars exhibit; it 
is FABULOUS and should not 
be missed.  We are seeing 
record crowds coming to 

view it.  The fundraiser ‘The 
Plastic Galaxy’ preview was a 
great success.  A Huge Thank 
You to Kelly Wulf (and her 
crew) for all their hard work!   

You will want to check out 
the ‘Star Wars’ themed 
workshops as well as spring 
themed workshops up com-
ing.   The exhibit became a 
true family event including 
my son Brett and grandchil-

dren as you can see in the 
picture to the left  

Plans are just beginning for 
the Fall Show and Sale.  So 
get the dates on your calendar 
early, they are September 7-
11, 2016. 

Here hoping I will see you 
around the Museum or at the 
“little Show” 

Barbara 

LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT  

LETTER FROM THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

LETTER FROM THE D IRECTOR 

help out? We are looking for 
people to help at the front 
desk and free up staff to write 
grants, take meetings and 
work behind the scenes. Hav-
ing a friendly, knowledgeable 
person to greet guests and 
answer questions makes a visit 
to the Museum extra special. 
Please contact me if you are 
interested. 

Please be aware, that at this 
time, we are taking very lim-
ited donations for the collec-
tion. Each object offered 
takes about an hour of time to 

process, and every object 
accepted into the collection 
can take over 5 hours to pro-
cess paperwork, label, photo-
graph and store properly. 
With the upcoming move, we 
simply do not have the re-
sources or space. If at all pos-
sible, I recommend waiting 
until after we have moved to 
a new location to offer any 
new items.  

Wendy 

 

 Happy New Year!  

We’re in “action mode” here 
at the Museum. Our Mile 
High Ode to Star Wars Toys 
continues to draw new visi-
tors from around the state. 
Staff is concentrating on mak-
ing sure our entire collection 
is photographed and in the 
database, family workshops, 
and planning our Summer and 
2017 exhibits. We have some 
fun surprises in store we think 
you’ll really like. 

Are you looking for a way to 

DO YOU HAVE 

CONNECTIONS 

THAT WOULD 

HELP THE 

MUSEUM FIND A 

NEW HOME? 

  

LET US KNOW !  
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Is anyone else having a hard time believing it is 2016?  With the start of 2016 comes so very exciting events at the Museum.  We 
have announced our Family Workshops through May as well as a series of workshops in March during Spring Break.  We have some 
old favorites, such as finger puppets but some new workshops as well (see page 4 for more info).  We will also be looking at bring-
ing you more adult programming in 2016.  

I am working hard on inventorying our miniature and doll collections.  It is important for the Museum to have the entire collection 
(almost 20,000 objects) in the computer database so that we can track each object’s condition and history.  I have a great volunteer 
helping me with this.  Many of you met Jessica Simpson at the 2015 Fall Show and she is still here working hard on the Museum’s 
collection.  She has been a Museum volunteer for 2 years now and we are all very lucky to have her.   

Finally, we are in full swing with our toy exhibit, A Mile High Ode to Star Wars Toys. The exhibit has brought many new faces through 
the door and the response has been overwhelmingly positive.  The exhibit features the original Star Wars action figures, an entire 
Star Wars Lego Room, a great display of MicroMachines and about 700 more amazing toys. We are so lucky to have such great col-
lections on exhibit right now and we invite you to visit before it ends on May 31, 2016.   

Thank you all for your support in 2015!  Can’t wait to see you in ‘16!  -Kelly 

President Barbara Pontarelli’s 
Family get in on the Star Wars 
exhibit fun.  



The Move Committee has 
been meeting with local mu-
nicipalities, realtors, business 
and civic leaders and more as 
we search for a new home.  

We’ve had a few potential 
properties, but, so far, noth-
ing that quite works.  If you 
have any ideas or leads, please 
contact the Museum. If you 
have time, please reach out to 
your city council people.  

Finding a new building is a 
process, so while we have not 

found a new property yet, 
don’t be discouraged. Keep 
your eyes peeled for potential 
buildings, partners or allies. 
With all of us working to-
gether, we are confident we 
will be able to find a great 
new home.  

In the mean time, we are 
working on finding other 
places to exhibit in 2017. 
We’ve contacted some local 
museums and libraries and are 
in the early stages of brining 
our unique exhibits to institu-

tions throughout the metro 
area. Please let us know if you 
know of a good venue for us 
to collaborate with or would 
be interested in assisting with 
off site exhibits. These exhib-
its will help build support for 
the Museum throughout the 
region as well as create more 
access for the public to minia-
tures, dolls and toys.  

As always, thank you for your 
support, and keep those ideas 
coming!  

toys, fairy doors and accesso-
ries, artisan miniatures and 
more. Deanna has been busy 
pricing and putting out dona-
tions from various estates if 
you’re looking for something 
unusual.  

 

 

Gift Shop Manager Deanna 
Thomas is off on a buying trip 
next week. She has promised 
some special items from this 
trip. Look for new items at 
“the ‘little’ show”! 

If you can’t wait that long, 
stop by the Museum and en-
joy your 10% discount on our 
stock of paper dolls, plush 

 

 

UPDATE ON THE MOVE  

WHAT ’S NEW AT THE G IFT SHOP 

2016 FALL SHOW 

something to bring joy, 
friendship and miniatures 
galore. Charming favors are 
being made by fairies, gnomes 
and museum supporters; and 
word has spread about our 
show with lots of new dealer 
inquiries.....so save your pen-
nies for their wonderful min-
iatures. 
If you would like to be in-
volved by making favors or 
working with a committee, 

please contact:  
Judi Hamilton 
Chairman  
                                                
720-879-1820       

judi2016fall-
show@gmail.com 

 

Yes, it is freezing winter! So 
join me and dream about the 
seasonal journey to the Fall 
Show. Whether it is all as-
pects of gardening, fairies, 
gnomes, a trip through the 
woods or animal & bird 
watching, nature is bound to 
transport one back to the 
warmth and beauty of the 
earth. 
The committee is busy creat-
ing another special event with 
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Big Ben  is looking for a 
new home for his teddy 
bear family  and the rest of 
our collection.  

 

WORKSHOPS AT THE LITTLE SHOW 

Call Audrey Fryer to sign up 
for one of our great work-
shops!  

mailto:judi2016fallshow@gmail.com
mailto:judi2016fallshow@gmail.com


   

Why do you love Star Wars?  

“I love Star Wars because it’s excit-
ing and epic!”  

“The reason I love Star Wars is 
because...IT’S AWESOME!” 

“Six movies (now 7) and hundreds 
of books later I’m still a fan.  I will 
be a fan to the end.” 

“I was 7 in 1977.  A transformative 
piece of art Star Wars was. Hope for 
greatness in 2015.”  

The Force has been very 
strong with our new Star 
Wars toy exhibit.  As you can 
probably tell from the quotes 
on the left, people are pas-
sionate about Star Wars and 
we have learned that they are 
passionate about Star Wars 
toys.  

We kicked off the exhibit 
with a catered reception at 
the Museum on Tuesday, 
November 17th and were so 
happy to host so many of our 
wonderful friends.  The event 
was such a success that we 
can’t wait to do it again soon!     

The exhibit features approxi-
mately 750 toys from 7 dif-
ferent Colorado collectors.  
We have something for eve-
rybody to enjoy and even if 
you have never seen the mov-
ies the quality and quantity of 
toys is amazing.  

We have been serenaded by 
endless laughter and excited 
“oohs and aahs” since the ex-
hibit opened and we hope you 
all make it down before the 
exhibit closes on May 31, 
2016.   

May the Force Be With You! 

We have also scheduled 
Spring Break Workshops in 
March.  These cost $10/per 
person and require reserva-
tions. Reservations are availa-
ble at http://
dmmdte-
vents.eventbrite.com/.   

Spring Break Workshops 

March 23 & 31-Fairy and 
Gnomes 

March 24 & April 1– Fin-
ger Puppets 

March 25 & 30– Recycle 
Robots 

The Education Department has 
been working hard on 2016 
workshops and has quite a line-
up in store.  We will once again 
be offering Family Workshops 
on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month.  Family Workshops 
require reservations and cost 
$10/per person.  Reservations 
can be made at Eventbrite at  
http://
dmmdtevents.eventbrite.com/. 

 

 
 
Family Workshops  

March 19– Fairy and Gnome 
Homes 

April 16– Star Wars Workshop
-Design a Robot 

May 4th– May the 4th Be With 
You Workshop– Ewok Homes 

May 21– Star Wars Workshop
– Chewbacca Bookmark 

 

 

These were the toys they were looking for!  

EDUCATION NEWS 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER ! 

closely with the collection.  
When we get a new volunteer 
we really try to work with 
their passions and interests so 
that their time at DMMDT is 
as beneficial for them as it is 
for us.  Volunteers allow the 
staff to work on exhibits, 
collection management and 
marketing.   

We hope you consider volun-
teering for the Museum in 

2016.  It is a great way to stay 
in the loop and donating your 
time is just as invaluable to us 
as monetary donations.  
Whether you can volunteer  
one day a week or one day a 
month we would be so happy 
to have you.  

We hope to see you in 2016 
and please let us know if you 
have any questions about vol-
unteering.     

Volunteers are the backbone 
of any non profit and that is 
especially true at DMMDT. 
We rely on volunteers for so 
much and we are so grateful 
for the time they dedicate to 
the Museum.  Our volunteers 
greet visitors to the Museum 
and are oftentimes the first 
face our guests see.  We also 
have volunteers that help de-
sign education workshops and 
even a couple that work 
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New Workshop!  
Ewok Homes! 

http://dmmdtevents.eventbrite.com/
http://dmmdtevents.eventbrite.com/
http://dmmdtevents.eventbrite.com/
http://dmmdtevents.eventbrite.com/
http://dmmdtevents.eventbrite.com/


 Little show February 
20th, from 10am to 4pm 
at the Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds. 

 Yard sale June 11 at the 
Museum.  

 March 27th the Museum 
is closed for Easter Sun-
day 

 Doors Open Denver 
April 23 and 24th at the 
Museum 

 A Mile High Ode to Star 
Wars Toys ends May 
29th 

 Summer events will be 
posted soon! Keep an eye 
out. 

 Fall show– September 7-
11. Look for your Dealer 
and Registration Packets 
this spring!  

 Not-so-Haunted House 
Oct. 2, 1 to 4pm at the 
Museum. 

 Members Appreciation 
Day October 22 at the 
Museum 

 Annual Meeting TBD 
November 

 Closed for Thanksgiving.  

 Gingerbread House 
workshops weekends in 
December 

 Colorado Gives Day De-
cember  

 Closed for Christmas 
Day 

 Front desk volunteers 

 Tape (painter’s, Scotch, double-

sided, and packing varieties all wel-
come) 

 Hand Sanitizer 

 Color copy paper 

 1” scale toys for the Fall Show 
Kids Workshop 

 An ipad or android tablet  (newer 
model) 

 

 Volunteers for the little 
show 

 Paper Towels 

 Toilet Paper 

 Temporary shelving for our 
storage facility (shelves that 
are easy to set up and take 
down) 

 CFL or LED lightbulbs 

 Cleaning wipes 

 Trash bags (kitchen and yard size) 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2016 

WISH LIST 

WHAT ’S HAPPENING AT THE MUSEUM?  
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Kids enjoy the playroom  

 



TO: 

1880 Gaylord St 
Denver, CO 80206 

Phone: 303-322-1053 
E-mail: director@dmmdt.org 

DENVER MUSEUM OF  

M INIATURES , DOLLS AND TOYS 

Looking for other ways to support the Museum?  

Add us to your will! Any individual can create a legacy gift by naming a 

charity on the beneficiary form of a savings, checking, or pension account; 
remembering a charity in a will or living trust; or using a more complex instru-
ment such as a charitable life-income trust.  

 

Do you shop online? Try Amazon Smile or iGive and a percentage of 
what you spend goes directly to the Museum! Feel even better about 
your holiday shopping, plane tickets and hotel rooms booked online by 
choosing The Denver Museum of Miniatures, Dolls and Toys as your 
charity of choice.  

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS 

TO OUR SPONSORS 

F OLLOW  US  ON  F ACEBOOK ,  
T WITTER  AND  P INTEREST  

Recurring Donations :  

Gifts we can count on! 
Your recurring or matching donation to The Denver Museum of Minia-
tures, Dolls and Toys is support we can count on! When you use this 
option, you are making a commitment to donate a particular amount over 
a specific period of time. You can give as little as $10 per week, month, 
quarter or year. Simply set up your donation schedule and your deduc-
tions will happen automatically, straight from your credit card, debit card 
or bank account. To learn more about recurring donations, contact Wen-
dy or visit www.ColoradoGives.org FAQs. 

Don’t miss  

 

Mile High ode to Star 
Wars Toys  

 

Special exhibit  

through May 2016 

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.igive.com/welcome/lp16/cr62a.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/DMMDT
https://twitter.com/dmmdtmuseum
https://www.coloradogives.org/COGIVESDAY
http://www.givingfirst.org/
http://www.denverfilm.org/filmcenter/detail.aspx?id=27766
http://www.denverfilm.org/filmcenter/detail.aspx?id=27766

